
3rd Grade 

Family Resources 



 

Families, 

First, we want to thank you for all your support and understanding during this unprecedented 

time. We are working diligently to provide materials and resources for you to reference to keep 

the learning occurring at home and will continually add resources to this page. Please note that 

the resources in these packets do not replace in-class learning but provide optional 

opportunities for students and families to participate in at home.  When looking at the 

resources, please feel free to look at all grade levels to find the best fit for your child.  

We encourage you to visit our website (www.puyallup.k12.wa.us) often for general education 

and any changes that may occur. 

Family Activities: 

Although the activities attached are content specific, we have also added some fun ways to 

engage the whole family. 

• Set aside a family reading time. You can read to self, read to someone else including 

family pets (real or stuffed), or listen to reading.  

• Create family stories.  Have one person start by sharing one or two sentences and then 

have each family member add to the story. You can extend this by having someone 

write down the story and have a record of your family story! 

• Complete daily journaling sharing what went well for the day, activities completed, and 

what you hope to do in the future. 

• Discuss what it means to Show Respect, Solve Problems, and Make Good Decisions 

o Every building in the Puyallup School District has these three expectations as a 

foundation. Discuss what it looks like and sounds like when at home, at school or 

in the community, and online. 

• Infuse math in everyday activities.  Ideas may include: 

o Involving the entire family in preparing meals. You can discuss fractions, 

measuring, shapes, volume, and more. 

o Go on a shape hunt around the house. Play “I Spy” with shapes, both 2D and 3D.  

o Younger students can sort socks, find patterns in windows 

o Older students can work on a budget for the family for groceries or other 

expenses 

• Visit the District’s website and click on CLEVER.  There are several District approved apps 

that can support all concepts, align with our curriculum, support content, and provide 

interactive activities for all grade levels. 

The above information is just a quick list of some ideas, but we know families are the first and 

most important teachers of children.  Our number one priority at this time is to support the 

health and safety of all our students, families, staff, and community. 

http://www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/
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About Tips for Supporting Reading Skills at Home

These tips help parents and caregivers carry out the recom-
mended practices described in the Institute of Education Sciences 
Educator’s practice guide, Foundational Skills to Support Reading 
for Understanding in Kindergarten Through 3rd Grade. Each tip 
highlights evidence-based practices from classroom settings that 
could also help parents or caregivers develop their children’s  
reading at home. A panel of experts developed the practice 
guide. The authors of the practice guide are Barbara Foorman, 
Nicholas Beyler, Kelley Borradaile, Michael Coyne, Carolyn  
Denton, Joseph Dimino, Joshua Furgeson, Lynda Hayes,  
Juliette Henke, Laura Justice, Betsy Keating, Warnick Lewis,  
Samina Sattar, Andrei Streke, Richard Wagner, and Sarah Wissel.
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WHAT WORKS CLEARINGHOUSE™

Foundational Skills to Support Reading for Understanding in Kindergarten Through 3rd Grade

About the Evidence for Tips for Supporting Reading Skills at Home 

The evidence supporting the practice guide recommendations comes from studies examining 
interventions in school-based settings; ther efore, although the practices described in the tips 
might be effective in home settings, we did not assess studies of these practices involving 
parents or care givers at home. For more information about the evidence for these practices, 
see the Summary of Evidence for Tips for Supporting Reading Skills at Home.

About the What Works Clearinghouse

The What Works Clearinghouse (WWC) reviews the existing research on programs, products, 
practices, and policies in education. Our goal is to provide educators with the information 
they need to make evidence-based decisions. We focus on the results from high quality 
research to answer the question, What works in education? More information is available at 
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/WhatWeDo.

About Practice Guides

The U.S. Department of Education’s Institute of Education Sciences (IES) publishes Practice 
Guides in education to provide educators with the best available evidence and expertise on 
current challenges in education. The WWC develops Practice Guides in conjunction with an 
expert panel, combining the panel’s expertise with the findings of existing rigorous research 
to produce specific recommendations for addressing these challenges.

Practice guides published by IES are available on the WWC website at https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/
wwc/PracticeGuides.

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/WhatWeDo
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuides
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuides


1 Have conversations before, during,  
and after reading together

These activities are typically appropriate for children in kindergarten through third grade.

Having conversations when reading with children helps them develop higher-
level thinking and language skills, such as predicting, problem solving, or 
contrasting. While reading books aloud, ask the child questions and talk about 
the content of the story together before, during, and after reading.

• Use open-ended questions to ask the child to think about the book’s messages and 
what is happening. See the box below for examples of questions to ask children 
when reading different types of books.

• Ask the child to apply the book’s messages to the world around him by connecting 
events to his own life.

• Ask more and more complex questions, so the child continues to build her 
vocabulary and language skills.

• What would happen if you planted  
a tree in the desert? 

• Why do birds fly south for winter?

• Why is it important to recycle?

Example questions for

informational books
that explain facts about the world, 
such as books about animals

 

? • Why did the character do what he did?

• What else could she have done?

• If you were in that story, what would 
you have done?

Example questions for

narrative books
that are about a series of events,  

 whether fictional or nonfictional,
such as stories

What skills will this practice help build? 
Having conversations about what they are reading helps children build vocabulary and develop skills using 
language typically found in school settings. Building their skills to think and connect ideas from many contexts 
allows children to follow more complex language, which they might find in stories, instructions, and descrip-
tions of historical events or nature.
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2  Help children learn how to break sentences  
into words and words into syllables

These activities are typically appropriate for children in kindergarten and first grade.

Before children can identify letter sounds in words or reading, they can learn 
how spoken language can be broken down into smaller pieces.

• Show children that they can break down sentences into words. 
o Practice identifying the words in a sentence by saying a sentence aloud and 

asking the child to count the number of words in that sentence. 
o For instance, have the child count the number of words in the sentence “The boy 

ate two pieces of pizza” and correct any mistakes.
• Talk about how to combine two words to form another word and about how some words 

can be broken into smaller words. The box below shows a conversation about this.

Adult:  Sometimes you can put two words together to form another 
word. For example, if I put straw and berry together, I get 
strawberry. What do you get if you put book and shelf together?

Child:  Bookshelf.

Adult:  That’s right! You can also break some words into smaller words.  
What do you get if you take the cow out of cowboy?

 Child:  Boy?
Adult:  That’s right!

After children can identify words in sentences, they can  
begin to break words into syllables. Here are two  
examples of how to show breaking words into syllables:

1. Place your hand under your chin and  
notice the number of times your chin  
moves down as you say a word slowly.

2. Hold up a finger for each syllable as  
you say a word.

After showing these strategies, have the child practice finding syllables in familiar words.

 

A syllable is a part of a word 
that has one vowel sound. 
One or more letters can be the 
vowel sound, and a consonant 
may or may not come before 
and/or follow it. For example, 
the word “banana” has three 
syllables: ba-nan-a.

What skills will this practice help build?
Learning how to identify words in sentences and syllables within words helps children understand how to 
break down the sounds within spoken language. Identifying parts of speech—such as words and syllables—
will prepare children to learn about smaller sounds tied to specific letters. These are skills that a child can 
practice even before he or she has started reading or identifying letter sounds in words.

What Works Clearinghouse™



3 Help children sound out words smoothly
These activities are typically appropriate for children in kindergarten through third grade.

Sounding out a word involves saying the sound of each letter or letter 
combination one by one until the end of the word, and then saying them all 
together again quickly. Help children sound out words by:

• Showing how to say each letter sound in a word, starting at the left-hand letter and 
moving right, and then joining all the sounds together to form the word.

• Stretching and connecting sounds together as much as possible. The box below 
shows an example of how this might sound.

• Reminding children to check their pronunciation after they connect the sounds 
together. For example: 

o Ask if the word makes sense or if it is a real word. 
o Ask if they know the word that they said after saying the letters all together quickly. 
o If the word is not familiar, ask them to read the word again to make sure they 

joined all the sounds together correctly.

 
 

  

 
 

 

  

  

Sounding out words smoothly helps children remember and combine sounds to 

arrive at the correct word. Here is an example with the word man: 

Adult:  How does this word start?
Child:  /mmmm/

Adult:  Then what’s the next sound?
Child: /aaaaa/

Adult:  And then what sound comes next?
Child:  /nnnnn/

Adult:  What happens when you put them together?
Child:  /mmmmaaaannnn/

Adult:  What is the word?
Child: Man!

What skills will this practice help build?  
Recognizing and manipulating sounds that are part of words and linking those sounds to letters is necessary to 
prepare children to read words and understand what they are reading. Children must be able to identify the indi-
vidual sounds that make up the words they hear in speech, name the letters of the alphabet as they appear in 
print, and identify each letter’s corresponding sound(s). When children know a few consonant and vowel sounds 
and their corresponding letters, they can start to sound out and blend those letters into simple words.

What Works Clearinghouse™



4 Model reading fluently by practicing  
reading aloud with your child

These activities are typically appropriate for children in kindergarten and first grade.

Having children read aloud daily, both with 
and without feedback, helps them develop 
the skills of reading accuracy, fluency, and 
comprehension.The boxes below show several 
approaches to use when reading aloud together.

Accuracy is the ability to read 
text aloud accurately, but without 
regard to rate.

Fluency is the ability to read  
a passage of text aloud accurately,
at an appropriate rate, and with 
expression.

 

  

When reading aloud with children:

• Model and provide feedback on proper tone, pausing, and which words to emphasize.
• Set a slow, steady pace, slowing down for words that are challenging. Gradually 

increase the pace, moving on to more difficult books. Remind the child that 
reading fluently does not necessarily mean reading quickly.

• Use familiar books. Make sure that the book is appropriate to the child’s reading 
ability. If the book is too difficult, children can develop poor reading habits.

Take turns reading  
continuous passages 

of a book.

Read the same passage  
of a book aloud at 

the same time.

Read a passage of a book  
aloud and then have the child 
read the same passage aloud.

Passage A
Adult

Passage C
Adult

Passage B
Child

 Passage A

Adult

Child

 Passage A
Adult         Child

What skills will this practice help build?  
Reading books daily, both with and without feedback, can begin as soon as children can identify a few words. 
It requires children to identify words quickly, combine ideas in the book with their background knowledge, ask 
themselves questions about their understanding, and apply strategies to help comprehension and fix misunder-
standings. Then, children can connect with a variety of books of different levels and wide-ranging content.

What Works Clearinghouse™



The Treasure Hunt

The Treasure Hunt
by ReadWorks

Jordan loves to use clues to solve riddles. That's why she loves treasure hunts. She always dreams about 

being a pirate who is searching for a big treasure chest. She climbs trees and digs holes in her backyard, 

pretending that she is on a treasure hunt.

Jordan's birthday is soon. Her friends Cameron and Annie decide to create a treasure hunt as her birthday 

present. They ask their parents what they can do.

"Well, first, you would need to make a map!" says Cameron's mom.

"How do we do that?" Cameron asks.

His mom pulls out a piece of paper and several crayons. "First, you need to draw the place where you will 

hide the treasure," she says. "How about you draw our backyard?"

Cameron pulls out a black crayon and starts to draw. He marks the spot where the porch is, and he draws 

a black circle to show where his trampoline sits. His mom pulls out a green crayon and draws the big trees 

that surround their backyard. "See? There are plenty of places to hide a treasure," she tells him.
ReadWorks.org · © 2013 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



The Treasure Hunt

The next day, Cameron shows Annie the map. She thinks that it looks just like his backyard. "It's perfect!" 

she says, excited.

"Now, we just need to mark the places where we will hide the clues and then the treasure," Cameron says, 

looking around his backyard.

Annie walks over to the trampoline. She gets down on her hands and knees and finds a big rock. "We can 

hide a clue under here!" she shouts to Cameron.

Cameron nods his head in agreement. He points to the porch and then to a big tree near the trampoline. 

"We can also put clues near those spots!" he says.

His mom comes outside and sees them planning the treasure hunt. "Don't forget to draw the bird fountain 

on the map," she says. "You can draw the fountain with a blue crayon so that Jordan will know that it's 

filled with water."

Cameron and Annie run to get the map. "We can also add the rock by the trampoline so that Jordan can 

find the clue," Annie says.

"And we should draw the tree by the porch!" Cameron adds.

They put more on the map, and when they finish, their drawing includes everything in Cameron's 

backyard. They map all the shapes and kinds of land and water in the area.

After they hide all the clues (ten in total), Cameron and Annie think about the treasure. "It should be a 

chest full of candy!" Annie says.

"That's cool! But we could also fill a chest with pirate stuff like a compass and a pirate hat, and even a 

message in a bottle!" says Cameron.

They finally decide to do both. Their parents help them find a small chest, and they fill it with pirate things 

and candy. They dig a hole near a tree and bury the chest.

The next day, Jordan comes to Cameron's house for her birthday. Many of their friends come as well. After 

they cut the cake, Cameron and Annie tell Jordan that they have a surprise for her. They give her the first 

clue.

"This is so exciting! Thank you so much, guys!" Jordan exclaims. She sets out to find her treasure, with the 

map in hand.

ReadWorks.org · © 2013 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



The Treasure Hunt - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. What do Annie and Cameron do for Jordan's birthday?

A. buy her a puppy

B. throw a surprise party

C. take her to a pirate theme park

D. create a treasure hunt

2. What is the first step Annie and Cameron take to plan Jordan's treasure hunt?

A. hide the clues

B. bury the treasure

C. draw a map

D. buy the candy

3. There are lots of places to hide clues in Cameron's backyard. What evidence 

supports this conclusion?

A. Cameron and Annie ask their parents for help.

B. Cameron and Annie hide ten different clues.

C. Cameron and Annie make a map of the backyard.

D. Cameron and Annie mark where the clues are hidden on the map.

4. How does Jordan feel about the scavenger hunt her friends prepare?

A. happy and excited

B. bored and uninterested

C. sad and disappointed

D. nervous and doubtful

5. What is this passage mostly about?

A. pirates and treasure

B. mapping a backyard

C. planning a treasure hunt

D. birthday parties

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



The Treasure Hunt - Comprehension Questions

6. Read the following sentences: "After they cut the cake, Cameron and Annie tell 

Jordan that they have a surprise for her. They give her the first clue. 'This is so exciting! 

Thank you so much, guys!' Jordan exclaims."

What does "exclaim" mean?

A. breathe

B. mumble

C. whisper

D. shout

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below.

________ they bury the treasure, Annie and Cameron hide all of the clues.

A. Finally

B. Before

C. Although

D. First

8. What was the treasure at the end of the scavenger hunt?

9. What did Cameron and Annie draw and mark on the treasure map?

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



The Treasure Hunt - Comprehension Questions

10. How will Jordan use the treasure map Cameron and Annie created to find the 

treasure? Use information from the passage to support your answer.

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



The Big Hike

The Big Hike
by ReadWorks

Tamara opened her eyes and jumped out of bed. Most days she hated getting up early. But today was 

different. Today Tamara was wide awake and excited. Today her family was going on a hike. This was 

Tamara's first hike. She pulled on her new shoes and tied the laces. Tamara's mother had bought the new 

shoes just for the hike. They were brown boots. The bottom of the boots was made of rubber and had 

curves to help Tamara walk on rocky ground. Tamara put on pants, a shirt, and a big jacket. She was 

ready to go hiking.

"Tamara," her mother called. "Are you ready?"

"Yes, I am!" Tamara said.

Tamara ran down the stairs. Her mother and older brother James were there at the bottom. They were all 

wearing new boots like Tamara's. James was hopping up and down impatiently. Everyone was ready for 

the hike.

Tamara's family got into the car. They drove for two hours until they were far away from the city. Once they 

ReadWorks.org · © 2014 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



The Big Hike

left the city and the suburbs, there weren't many buildings beside the road. Instead there were trees and 

fields. Tamara saw herds of cows chewing on grass. The road climbed up. They were driving into the 

mountains. Tamara rolled down her window. The air was cool, and she liked it. It smelled like leaves and 

flowers. Soon, Tamara's mother parked the car.

"Are we here? Is this the hike?" asked Tamara.

"Yes," said James. "See that trail? That's where we'll start hiking." James had hiked this trail before, and it 

was one of his favorites.

Tamara looked at the trail. It was a dirt path and went into the forest. Tall trees and tiny flowers lined both 

sides of the path. Tamara, her mother, and her brother began to walk. Butterflies and bumblebees flew 

over the flowers. At first the bees made Tamara nervous, but soon she saw that they were more interested 

in the flowers than they were in her.

Tamara's mother talked about the other times the family had gone hiking. James talked about the time he 

went camping with the Boy Scouts. Tamara wanted to talk, but she felt out of breath. The trail was steep. 

They had been walking uphill for an hour by now. Tamara took hold of her mother's hand. "I'm tired," she 

said. 

"Come on, Tamara," said her brother. "You can do it! You're ten years old. That's old enough to hike."

Tamara kept going. If her brother said she could do it, Tamara knew she could. James never lied. They 

kept walking uphill. Tamara looked around at the plants to keep her mind off of how tired she felt. There 

was green everywhere. There were trees with long draping leaves that Tamara had never seen before. 

She saw a small and furry rabbit by the side of the trail. Tamara gasped with surprise, and the rabbit ran 

away at the sound.

"Look, Tamara!" her brother called suddenly. The trail had ended. Tamara and her family were at a pool at 

the bottom of a waterfall. Tamara looked up at the water rushing down at the fish swimming in the pool. 

Her mother sat on a rock at the edge of the pool and began to unpack their picnic. There were peanut 

butter and banana sandwiches, baby carrots, and chocolate chip cookies. Tamara took off her boots and 

sat on the edge of the rock. As she bit into her sandwich, she dipped her toes into the cool water. 

"Congratulations, Tamara!" said her mother. "You just finished your first hike!" Tamara smiled. She decided 

that she liked hiking.

ReadWorks.org · © 2014 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



The Big Hike - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. In the story, Tamara goes on her first what?

A. bike ride

B. school trip

C. hike

D. camping trip

2. While Tamara is hiking up the trail, she looks around at all of the different plants. 

What motivates this action?  

A. Tamara wants to keep her mind off of how tired she feels.

B. Tamara wants to study the plants for a test at school.

C. Tamara wants to try to find a rabbit in the plants and bushes.

D. Tamara wants to keep her mind off of how scared she is. 

3. Tamara is able to experience new things on the hike. What information from the 

passage best supports this conclusion?

A. Tamara's mother talks about the other times the family has gone hiking. 

B. Tamara hikes on a trail that is far away from the city where she lives. 

C. Tamara and her family end up at a pool at the bottom of a waterfall.

D. Tamara sees trees with long draping leaves she has never seen before.

4. Read the following sentences: "If her brother said she could do it, Tamara knew she 

could. James never lied." Based on this information, how does Tamara feel about her 

brother?

A. Tamara dislikes her brother.

B. Tamara trusts her brother.

C. Tamara thinks her brother is cool.

D. Tamara doesn't trust her brother. 

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



The Big Hike - Comprehension Questions

5. What is this story mostly about? 

A. Tamara sees a rabbit on the trail.

B. Tamara has a picnic with her family.

C. Tamara goes on her first hike.

D. Tamara sees a waterfall and a pool. 

6. Read the following sentences: "She saw a small and furry rabbit by the side of the 

trail. Tamara gasped with surprise, and the rabbit ran away at the sound."

As used in this sentence, what does the word "gasped" most nearly mean?

A. took in and let out a long breath to show boredom

B. said something quietly so that only one person would hear

C. said something very loudly because of anger 

D. breathed in suddenly and loudly because of surprise or shock

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below.

Tamara gets tired after hiking for an hour, _____ she keeps hiking anyway.

A. but

B. so

C. after

D. like

8. How does Tamara feel when she wakes up? 

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



The Big Hike - Comprehension Questions

9. Most days Tamara hates getting up early, but today is different. Why does Tamara 

feel differently today?

10. The author states at the end of the passage that Tamara "decided that she liked 

hiking." What may have made Tamara feel this way? Use information from the passage 

to support your answer.  

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



The Curious Situation of Foxes

The Curious Situation of Foxes
by Kyria Abrahams

Gina looks around her new bedroom. Her family bought this old hotel last week. She's still 

getting used to living here. The sun is rising, and Gina pulls the covers over her head.

On her dresser, there's a porcelain doll in the shape of a fox. It's musical. It plays "Peter and 

the Wolf" when you wind a key in the back. It came with the hotel.

Gina dresses herself in jeans and her favorite sweatshirt. The hotel is quiet. Father is already 

out back. He's working on fixing the hotel so that guests can stay there soon. It's time to head 

to school.

As she leaves, she notices an old bicycle she's never seen before lying in the driveway. Gina 

shrugs and figures she'll get to school quicker this way. She puts her schoolbooks in the 

basket and hops on.

The hill is steep and rocky. Her bicycle quickly starts wavering. The front tire is moving back 

and forth. Suddenly, the bike veers off the road. It's as if someone else is steering the bike. 

And then, a tumble! Back tire over front tire, her books fly up in the air. Everything goes flying.

Thud! Her English book hits her right on top of the head. Thud! Thud! Down comes Math and 

then Biology. (Thankfully, those last two are softcover books!)

"Wooooahhh ohhhhh," she cries, her eyes rolling back up into her head. Everything gets dark 

and dizzy and feels like she's spinning around on a carousel. Perhaps she is.

Gina lies down in the grass and falls asleep for a while. It's starting to get dark when she lifts 

ReadWorks.org · © 2013 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



The Curious Situation of Foxes

her head. The book that hit her on the temple is now lying below her like a pillow. She reads 

the title: The Curious Situation of Foxes.

That's funny, Gina thinks. I don't remember taking this book out of the library.

She's surely missed school now, and the bicycle is nowhere to be seen. Must be lying in a 

heap in the brambles. She stands and looks around, dusting off her jeans. There's a big hole 

in the sleeve of her favorite sweatshirt!

She's far behind the hotel, surrounded by blackberry bushes. There's a stone wall covered in 

moss and a heavy green door with a copper handle in the shape of a fox. She touches the fox 

head, and the door opens.

She walks through the door and sees the front of the hotel. And there's the bicycle! But this 

can't be the entrance to the hotel, can it?

She peers down a long hallway. It's longer than she remembers. Her head still hurts from 

being hit so hard. In her hand, she carries the book that attacked her from the air. She 

touches her forehead and winces.

"Ugh, I've got a lump on my head like a horn!"

At the end of the hallway is a room she has never seen before. She hears laughter and 

clinking glasses, and sees the flicker of a roaring fireplace.

In a strange room with oak walls and tapestries, three people are playing a board game. One 

man is wearing a tweed jacket and a monocle. One woman has a feather in her hair. The 

other woman wears a long string of pearls around her neck. They look like ghosts. They drink 

champagne and white tea, and pass around cherries on a silver platter.

"Hello, my dear," says the woman in the necklace of pearls. "Join our party. Don't look so 

scared."

"Who are you, and how did you get into the hotel?" Gina asks.

"I am Marilyn," she says. "And the young woman with the feather in her hair is Melinda. We 

have always lived here."

"Festive outfit!" Melinda quips.

Marilyn takes Gina by the hand and leads her to a chair. Now, Gina sees that her clothes 
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The Curious Situation of Foxes

have changed. She is no longer wearing the jeans and sweatshirt she put on earlier. She is 

wearing a red and green party dress with a black velvet bow in her hair.

"And finally, our guest is in matching holiday attire!" jokes Melinda.

The man stands and introduces himself. He places one hand in front of his stomach and 

bows. "Madame Gina, allow me to introduce myself. I am the fox hunter known as Gerard."

"Look here, Mr. Fox Hunter," Gina says. "We do not hunt or hurt foxes in my family!"

"I don't hurt them! I stuff them and hang them on my wall as art!" he bellows. "The foxes are 

ripe for the picking!"

Before Gina can scold him for this terrible comment, the old, oak library shelf begins to stir.

"What moves behind the leather-bound almanac?" asks the Fox Hunter.

The almanac begins to quiver. Gina moves closer to the bookcase to inspect the fluttering. At 

this moment, the book pops out of the shelf like a toy on a spring! And what appears in its 

place? None other than a fox!

The fox will not remain still, however. He is wriggling himself free. Frantic movements: a hard 

bearing-down on his front paws, and an occasional grunting.

Suddenly, the fox comes flying out of the hole and shoots like an arrow across the room. He 

lands on a bearskin rug and falls into a deep sleep.

Another fox appears! The animals plug the round hole perfectly, like a soft, red cork!

"But how can this be?" Gina rubs her eyes with her fist. "From a library shelf?"

When that fox jumps out, yet another fox appears. And again. Faster and faster. The hole 

becomes a momentous blur of orange and brown. Foxes are bubbling forth in a stream, like a 

faucet that won't turn off. All of them landing on the rug in a pile.

"The hole," Marilyn gasps. "It's a portal! A portal to foxes!"

Although you may imagine our group to be in the midst of a commotion, the foxes are actually 

quite docile. First, they jump from the hole and run around the room. Quickly, though, their 

eyes close gently, and they settle down as if for a long winter's nap.

The floor, however, is now nowhere to be seen. Foxes are sleeping and snoring everywhere, 
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without any regard for manners.

"Help! Help!" cries Melinda. She is trapped beneath a fuzzy pile of small, baby foxes sleeping 

all around her shoulders and head.

"Tragedy! What can we do?" they cry.

Just now, Gina remembers the book in her hand: The Curious Situation of Foxes. She opens 

to the first page and begins to read: "Chapter One: In Case Of Emergency.  What to do when 

a fox portal is opened."

Melinda throws her arms in the air. "MRRPHN!" She pulls a sleeping baby fox out of her 

mouth. "Read it!"

"Well, it says here," Gina reads, "that the un-foxing spell must be chanted in unison. Now, 

everyone, try your best to grab each other's hand!"

"I can't reach!" Marilyn cries.

"Yes, you can!" says the Fox Hunter. He begins swimming around the room. He does the 

backstroke through foxes, gathering Marilyn and Melinda in each arm.

Marilyn's dainty fingers wrap around Gina's hand. They chant.

"Foxes of Nature, we beg for your forgiveness and beseech thee to return to the forest. This 

hotel is not where you should hibernate!"

Gina pauses for a second, and then says: "FOXEN BEGONEN BENEDICTEN 

FOXNOMORE!"

There is a lightning crash outside and all the windows rattle. And then, backwards, the way 

they came, the foxes are sucked back into the portal. One by one, tails first and heads last. 

They are sucked back into the hole, still sleeping soundly, to return to only the devil knows 

where.

When the last fox disappears, the book in Gina's hand begins to flutter. It's being pulled 

uncontrollably toward the portal now. She cannot control her arm, if she doesn't let go, she'll 

go flying across the room. And she does!

"AHHHH!" Gina screams, being pulled toward the hole. It feels like her arm will tear right off.
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"Let go of the book!" Gina hears a voice cry. And she does that, too. The force pulling her is 

released and her body stops mid-air. She falls to the floor with a thud. Just like the foxes, she 

falls asleep.

"Gina, let go of the book," she hears. She opens her eyes, and her mother and father are 

standing above her. She's back in the bramble, the bicycle a twisted mess beside her. "Let go 

of the book, Gina. We're going to take you inside and clean up all these scrapes and bruises.

"What happened?"

"You've fallen off this bike, dear. And it's no wonder; it had a completely rusted chain! Now, let 

go of the book."

She is clutching a book to her chest. The cover reads: The Curious Situation of Boxes: How 

to Build a Box for Any Occasion.

"What are you doing with this strange book, anyway? Planning to make a box?"

"I... don't really remember," Gina says, rubbing a painful lump on her forehead.

"Oh, will you look at that!" her mother says, pointing at the woods. "How sweet!"

On the dirt path behind her, a family of foxes is making their way into the woods. Gina squints 

and swears she sees Marilyn and Melinda, dressed in feathers and fineries, leading them 

home.
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Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. Where does Gina's family live?

A. in the forest

B. in an old hotel

C. in an old school

D. in a fox den

2. How does Gina deal with the problem of the fox portal?

A. swimming through the foxes

B. running out of the hotel

C. chanting a spell from a book

D. calling her parents for help

3. The hotel that Gina visits after falling off her bike is magical. What evidence from the 

story supports this conclusion?

A. Foxes appear from a hole in the bookcase.

B. The hallway is longer than Gina remembers.

C. Gina walks through a door with a fox-shaped handle.

D. Marilyn and Melinda drink champagne and white tea.

4. What can be inferred about Gina's experience with Marilyn, Melinda, and the Fox 

Hunter?

A. Gina's experience with Marilyn, Melinda, and the Fox Hunter taught her to be careful 
around strangers.

B. Gina does not want to see Marilyn, Melinda, and the Fox Hunter again.

C. Gina experience with Marilyn, Melinda, and the Fox Hunter took place in reality.

D. Gina imagined or dreamt her experience with Marilyn, Melinda, and the Fox Hunter.

5. What is this story mostly about?

A. a mysterious hotel with a portal to foxes

B. a family that moves to an old hotel

C. a girl who crashes her bike and is late to school

D. a book called The Curious Situation of Foxes 
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6. Read the following sentences: "The hill is steep and rocky. Her bicycle quickly starts 

wavering. The front tire is moving back and forth. Suddenly, the bike veers off the 

road."

What does "wavering" mean as used in this sentence?

A. moving in a straight line

B. jumping up and down

C. going off the road

D. moving in different directions

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below.

There are many foxes in this story, _________ the porcelain fox doll, the fox-shaped 

door handle, and the foxes that come from the portal.

A. on the other hand

B. including

C. therefore

D. initially

8. What do the foxes do after coming through the portal?

9. What does Gina think that Marilyn, Melinda, and the Fox Hunter look like?
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10. Explain whether this story is realistic or fantastical, and why. Use evidence from the 

story to support your answer.
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Apple the Cat Calls a Meeting to Order
by ReadWorks

It's a sunny morning in the one-room apartment, and the girl is sleeping peacefully in her bed.

Under the table across the room, someone is not asleep but awake and alert. Apple the Cat 

has an important mission, but she's going to need some help. She's already tried everything 

she could do on her own, but she's beginning to realize this mission is not so simple. She will 

have to call in reinforcements.

She tried meows and playful taps of the paw, but nothing could wake the sleeping girl.

Apple calls a meeting to order. A few of her trusty friends are in attendance. She has 

summoned Fur Toy, Feather Stick, Bear Bear, and Shoe.

"We have an important subject to debate," says Apple.

Bear Bear is grumpy because he doesn't know what could possibly be important enough to 

call a meeting to order so early in the morning.
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"This couldn't wait until later?" he grunts.

Apple ignores the cranky bear and continues addressing the crowd.

"I need to wake the human!" Apple declares.

"Have you tried meowing?" asks Feather Stick.

"I already tried that," says Apple impatiently.

"What about playful taps?" Feather Stick persists.

"No," says Apple. "Today we need a new plan. Nothing seems to wake her."

"I have an idea!" shouts Fur Toy. He's new in the room and always trying to prove himself with 

the others.

"What about walking by her and gently rubbing her with your whiskers?" he proposes.

Shoe rolls her eyes.

"Something new, Fur Toy," she says. "We all know that's the oldest trick in the book."

"How about you just pounce on her?" says Bear Bear, growing annoyed. All he wants to do is 

go back to sleep.

The rest shoo him out of the meeting. Everyone knows pouncing is no longer allowed.

"Okay, I've got it," announces Feather Stick proudly, primping his few feathers. "It has to be 

something loud enough, right?"

"Go on," says Apple.

"What about all those new plates she just bought? What if we broke one?"

"She would be so mad," says Apple, dismissing the plan. "There's no way we can get away 

with that. We would be in trouble forever, and anyway, she would probably blame it all on me."

"I promise to take some responsibility," says Fur Toy, puffing up his chest.

"Not me," huffs Bear Bear from across the room.

"Nobody asked you, Bear Bear," says Shoe. She begins tying up her laces.
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"Wait-Shoe, you think this is a good idea?" asks Apple. When Shoe ties up her laces, 

everyone knows she means business.

"I don't know, it could work," she admits. "Plus, what does she need all those dishes for?"

Apple thinks about it. She doesn't want to upset the girl, but she really needs to wake her.

"Wait just a minute, here," says Bear Bear from a few feet away. "What is SO important you 

can't possibly wait for her to wake up?"

Apple pretends not to hear him, but the others begin to nod in agreement. Only Feather Stick 

seems unconcerned as he continues to preen his feathers and play in the patches of 

streaming sunlight from the window.

"Yeah, I mean, what is so important?" demands Shoe.

"Fine," says Apple. "I'll admit-it's about time I got a treat. The girl has been so busy lately, it's 

been days since my last treat! I'm going crazy here. I love those things!"

"So what do we get out of this?" asks Fur Toy.

"How does my undying appreciation sound?" replies Apple.

There is some hesitation among the others, but everyone knows Apple is most loved by the 

human, so it doesn't take much convincing.

"Now we just need a plan," she says.

"Well, I've got one," interjects Fur Toy. "If we all climb to the top of the counter and jump at the 

same time, surely that will be enough force to break the top plate!"

Apple is hesitant; she really does not want to upset the girl, but she couldn't be more 

desperate for a treat. She finally agrees to the plan. What could go wrong? Plates are 

replaceable, and surely the girl won't mind. On the other hand, despite being the most loved, 

she is also likely to be the first blamed for the mishap.

Apple, Shoe, and the toys, with the exclusion of Bear Bear, who watches from afar, climb 

together to the top of the shelf.

"On my count," says Shoe, grumbling something about how she's too old to be doing this.

"1....2.....3!" They all jump, but their timing isn't quite right, and Fur Toy and Feather Stick miss 
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the plate altogether. They hardly make a peep and the plate remains unbroken.

"Let's try that again with more force and better timing," says Fur Toy, blushing a bit.

They climb the counter, and Apple takes charge.

"Okay, everyone," she says. "We have to hold onto each other and jump together toward the 

middle of the top plate. Otherwise, we'll never make it."

On the count of three they jump again, and again nothing happens.

"Wait, wait, wait," says Bear Bear from where he's watching. "That's never going to work. You 

have to shove the darn thing on the floor."

"You know, he's right," agrees Shoe, reluctantly.

The rest nod in solemn agreement.

"Okay," says Apple. "I can probably handle this one on my own, but I have to know you guys 

have my back."

They nod again, furiously.

Apple creeps to the top of the shelf and then slowly down to the stack of plates. She presses 

her nose firmly against the stack and nudges the top plate. With a few more nudges it begins 

to move. She gives it one final nudge and with a loud crash it smashes into the floor. Feather 

Stick and Fur Toy jump out of sight. Bear Bear is long gone. Shoe is too shocked to move.

The girl leaps out of bed and comes stomping into the kitchen.

"What is going on in here?" she demands, angrily.

Apple can only think of one thing to do in this situation. She rolls onto her back and offers up 

her soft, patterned underbelly to the girl. She flicks her paws in the air and meows as gently 

as she can.

"Aww," the girl coos. "How could I ever be mad at you?"

She pulls a bag down from the cabinet and offers Apple a treat.
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Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. Why does Apple the cat call a meeting?

A. to help Bear Bear and Feather Stick become friends

B. to find a way of getting into the cabinet where the treats are

C. to discuss why pouncing on the human is no longer allowed

D. to come up with a plan for waking the human

2. The problem Apple faces in this story is how to wake the human. How does Apple 

solve this problem?

A. by gently rubbing the human with her whiskers

B. by pouncing on the human

C. by pushing a plate off a shelf

D. by jumping on top of the counter

3. At first Apple does not like the plan of breaking a plate to wake the girl.     

What evidence from the passage supports this statement?

A. "'She would be so mad,' says Apple, dismissing the plan. 'There's no way we can get 
away with that.'"

B. "Apple creeps to the top of the shelf and then slowly down to the stack of plates. She 
presses her nose firmly against the stack and nudges the top plate."

C. "Apple can only think of one thing to do in this situation. She rolls onto her back and 
offers up her soft, patterned underbelly to the girl."

D. "Apple calls a meeting to order. A few of her trusty friends are in attendance."

4. Why does Apple change her mind and accept the plan to break a plate?

A. Apple is worried that the girl will get mad.

B. Apple really, really wants a treat.

C. Apple flicks her paws in the air and meows gently.

D. Apple is getting annoyed with Bear Bear.
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5. What is this story mostly about?

A. a grumpy bear that does not want to be at a meeting called by Apple the cat

B. a girl who is sleeping peacefully during a sunny morning in her one-room apartment

C. why Apple the cat is no longer allowed to pounce on the human to wake her up

D. a cat that makes a plan with her friends to wake the human and get herself a treat

6. Read the following sentences: "'Aww,' the girl coos. 'How could I ever be mad at 

you?'"

What does the word "coos" mean?

A. speaks gently and lovingly

B. screams in fear and terror

C. coughs loudly

D. complains in a very angry voice

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below.

The plate does not break when Apple and her friends jump; _______, Apple decides to 

nudge the plate off the shelf.

A. especially

B. for instance

C. first

D. therefore

8. What does the girl do at the very end of the story?
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9. Is Apple's plan successful? Use evidence from the story to explain why or why not.

10. How does the girl feel about Apple at the end of the story? Explain why she feels 

that way, using evidence from the passage.
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Computers vs. Books
by ReadWorks

Mia Murphy was tired when she got home from school last Friday. It had been a long week. 

She was working on a computer project and had stayed late at school to finish her work. After 

stepping off the bus and trudging home, she plopped onto her chair in the kitchen.

"What's up, Mia?" Mr. Murphy asked. He was making Mia her favorite after-school snack, a 

grilled cheese sandwich.

"This project is taking me forever!" Mia replied. "I have to design a website page for my 

computer class."

"Wow, fancy!" Mrs. Murphy shouted from the living room. "When we were in middle school, 

we didn't even know how to use computers." She walked into the kitchen and sat down next 

to Mia. She asked her daughter if she had anyone to help her with her project.

"We have partners-mine is named Ali," she explained. "Today we learned how to insert 

pictures into our page!"
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Mr. and Mrs. Murphy looked at each other and smiled. Mia noticed their little exchange. 

"What?" she asked, wondering what they were thinking.

"Well, we first met when we were working on a project together in high school," Mr. Murphy 

explained. "We were assigned to do a research project on American Indian history."

Mrs. Murphy chimed in. "But we didn't have computers back then, so we had to go to the 

library every day to do research!" She explained that they didn't have online search engines 

to help them with their work; they could only rely on books. They didn't have cell phones to 

text each other when they needed help. They had to work together at each other's houses.

"But that sounds so hard!" Mia said. "I can't imagine completing a project without the help of a 

computer."

Mr. Murphy chuckled. "I know. But I have that project to thank for meeting your mom! All those 

countless hours in the library. We had to spend a lot of time together," he said.

Now Mia was curious. She wondered what else was different when her parents were growing 

up. So she asked.

Mrs. Murphy started to list off things she didn't have as a child, like an mp3 player and a flat-

screen television. "Also, since I had many brothers and sisters, we had to pitch in more. I 

helped my mom cook dinner, and we repaired our clothes ourselves when they tore," she 

said, tapping Mia on the nose. "How about you help me cook dinner tonight then?" Mrs. 

Murphy suggested, laughing.

"Sure!" Mia exclaimed. "How about something that you used to make as a kid?"

"Chicken noodle soup it is," Mrs. Murphy said with a smile.
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Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. Who is Mia?

A. a girl in elementary school

B. a girl in middle school

C. a teacher at an elementary school

D. a teacher at a middle school 

2. What does Mia mainly learn about in the story?

A. how her parents met

B. how her mother's life differed from hers

C. how to use computers to do homework

D. how to work in pairs

3. Read the following section from the story:

"[Mia's mother] explained that they didn't have online search engines to help them with 

their work; they could only rely on books. They didn't have cell phones to text each 

other when they needed help-they had to work together at each other's houses.

"'But that sounds so hard!' Mia said. 'I can't imagine completing a project without the 

help of a computer.'"

Based on this evidence, what conclusion can be made?

A. Mia thinks new technology makes homework easier.

B. Mia's parents think that her homework is too easy.

C. Mia thinks it would be more fun to work with a partner.

D. Mia's parents think she should have a cell phone.
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4. Read the following sentences: "Mr. Murphy chuckled. 'I know. But I have that project 

to thank for meeting your mom! All those countless hours in the library...we had to 

spend a lot of time together,' he said."

Based on this evidence, what conclusion can be made?

A. Mr. and Mrs. Murphy grew annoyed with each other while working on their project.

B. Mr. and Mrs. Murphy began to fall in love during their long hours in the library.

C. Mr. and Mrs. Murphy were first introduced by a librarian.

D. Mr. and Mrs. Murphy think Mia would more easily find a boyfriend in the library.

5. What is this story mainly about?

A. a conversation about generational differences

B. a conversation about the evils of technology

C. a conversation about how Mia's parents met

D. a conversation about devices that are popular with teens

6. Read the following sentences: "Mrs. Murphy started to list off things she didn't have 

as a child, like an mp3 player and a flat-screen television. 'Also, since I had many 

brothers and sisters, we had to pitch in more. I helped my mom cook dinner, and we 

repaired our clothes ourselves when they tore,' she said, tapping Mia on the nose."

As used in the passage, what does the phrase "pitch in" mean?

A. sacrifice

B. help

C. suffer

D. cook
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7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below.

Mia and her parents think that technology has made life easier for students today as 

they complete their homework. _________, thanks to the lack of modern technologies 

during their school days, Mia's parents were able to spend time together and fall in love.

A. Obviously

B. On the other hand

C. Finally

D. As a result

8. Why does Mia's mother think her computer class homework is "fancy"?

9. How does Mia agree to "pitch in" like her mother at the end of the story?
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10. What is one way that Mia's life is different from her mother's? How do you know? 

Use evidence from the passage to support your answer.
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Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening
by Robert Frost

Whose woods these are I think I know.

His house is in the village though;

He will not see me stopping here

To watch his woods fill up with snow.

5My little horse must think it queer

To stop without a farmhouse near

Between the woods and frozen lake

The darkest evening of the year.

He gives his harness bells a shake

10To ask if there is some mistake.

The only other sound's the sweep

Of easy wind and downy flake.

The woods are lovely, dark and deep,

But I have promises to keep,

15And miles to go before I sleep,

And miles to go before I sleep.
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Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. Why does the speaker of the poem stop?

A. to watch the woods fill up with snow

B. to find food for his or her horse

C. to say hello to the owner of the woods

D. to go skating on a frozen lake

2. What is the setting of this poem?

A. in the woods on a bright, snowy afternoon

B. in a village on a dark, snowy evening

C. by a frozen lake on a bright, snowy afternoon

D. near the woods on a dark, snowy evening

3. Read the first stanza of the poem:

Whose woods these are I think I know.

His house is in the village though;

He will not see me stopping here

To watch his woods fill up with snow.

What can you conclude based on this information?

A. the woods are far away from the village

B. the woods are near some houses

C. the owner of the woods is friends with the speaker of the poem

D. the speaker of the poem does not like the owner of the woods

4. What is one thing that pulls the speaker of the poem away from the woods?

A. the freezing, harsh wind

B. the cold, snowy weather

C. the darkness of the evening

D. promises the speaker needs to keep
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5. What might be a main theme of this poem? 

A. the fear of staying too long on someone else's land

B. the pull of sleeping in nature against the pull of sleeping at home

C. the pull of being alone in nature against the pull of responsibility

D. the ability of nature to make a person feel tired and sleepy

6. Read the last stanza of the poem:

The woods are lovely, dark and deep,

But I have promises to keep,

And miles to go before I sleep,

And miles to go before I sleep.

Why might the poet have repeated the line "and miles to go before I sleep"?

A. to make the woods seem even more attractive and lovely

B. to make the speaker seem forgetful and less smart than earlier in the poem

C. to make readers pay special attention to the meaning of the line

D. to make the speaker seem like he or she is already asleep

7. Read these lines from the poem:

The woods are lovely, dark and deep,

But I have promises to keep,

What is the effect of the word "but" in the second line?

A. It makes it seem like the speaker does not actually like the woods much and wants to 
leave.

B. It makes it seem like the speaker can still keep promises while staying by the woods.

C. It makes it seem like the promises the speaker has to keep are lovely, dark, and deep.

D. It makes it seem like the speaker has to choose between keeping promises and the 
lovely woods.
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8. What does the speaker most likely do at the end of the poem? Use evidence from the 

text to support your answer.

9. Read the last stanza of the poem:

The woods are lovely, dark and deep,

But I have promises to keep,

And miles to go before I sleep,

And miles to go before I sleep.

At the end of the poem, what does the speaker most likely WANT to do? Use evidence 

from the text to support your answer.
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10. Why might the speaker of the poem be so drawn to the woods? Use evidence from 

the text to support your answer.
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A School Trip to the Aquarium
by Gabrielle Sierra

Erica was very excited. Today her teacher, Ms. Lane, was taking the entire class on a field trip 

to the aquarium. Erica had been to the zoo with her family, but she had never been to the 

aquarium.

On the bus ride to the aquarium Erica and her best friend Samantha talked about what they 

wanted to see the most.

"I want to see the penguins," said Samantha.

"I want to see the fish," said Erica.

When they got to the aquarium Ms. Lane lined the class up.

"We have to stay together," Ms. Lane said. "This way no one will get lost."

Erica listened to Ms. Lane and grabbed Samantha's hand, and the class moved forward in 

one big group.

Their first stop in the aquarium was to see the penguins. Samantha was so excited that she 
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ran right up to the glass.

Erica thought the penguins were cute, even though they smelled pretty bad. They walked 

funny outside of the water, but were graceful when they were swimming. As the class watched 

the penguins move around the rocks, Erica noticed that some of them walked together. 

Others had little baby penguins by their side.

"How come some of those penguins stay together?" Erica asked Ms. Lane.

"Well, some kinds of penguins stay together for a long time," said Ms. Lane. "They keep each 

other warm, and they protect their babies. King penguins live in colonies with hundreds of 

other penguins."

"Do they talk to each other?" asked Samantha.

"They do," Ms. Lane said. "They use vocal signals. Or they use visual signals."

"Like you do when you hold up your hand for us to be quiet," Erica said.

"Yes, it's like that," said Ms. Lane. "You see my signal and you know to be quiet because I 

have something important to tell you. Penguins use signals to let other penguins know if there 

is danger."

Ms. Lane pointed at a little baby penguin. "By staying in a group the older penguins are also 

able to keep their baby penguins fed," she said. "Without the group the babies would get lost 

or go hungry."

"I am glad they help each other," said Samantha. Erica agreed.

Ms. Lane asked the class to line back up and to find their partners.

"Look, we are like the penguins," said Samantha as she waddled next to Erica. That made 

Erica laugh.

The class moved as a group to the next room where there was a big tank full of fish. There 

were fish of all different shapes and sizes. Some were bright colors and some were darker 

colors. Most of the fish swam around on their own but there was also a group of little fish all 

swimming together.

"Why are all those little fish swimming together?" asked a boy in Erica's class.
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"Sometimes fish swim in a group for protection," said Ms. Lane.

"What kind of protection?" Erica asked.

"Well, since they are small, if they were on their own other bigger fish could eat them," said 

Ms. Lane. "But when they all swim together, they look like a bigger fish."

The class looked into the tank at the group of little fish. Ms. Lane was right; when they all 

swam together they looked a lot like a big fish.

"This way when a bigger fish sees them, it doesn't realize that they are a whole bunch of 

small fish," said Ms. Lane. "A group of fish that swim together is called a school."

"Like us," said Samantha. "We are a school because we all stay together, and no one gets 

lost."

"Some schools of fish stick together in order to survive in their environment," said Ms. Lane. 

"For instance, if it is cold, some fish will move together to warmer water."

Erica watched the fish swim together. She liked that the fish and the penguins helped each 

other by staying in a group. Animals were smarter than she thought.
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A School Trip to the Aquarium - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. What kinds of animals does Ms. Lane's class see at the aquarium?

A. lions and insects

B. lions and fish

C. penguins and fish

D. penguins and insects

2. Where does most of the story take place?

A. in a classroom

B. at an aquarium

C. on a school bus

D. in the ocean

3. Penguins and humans are similar in some ways.

What evidence from the story supports this statement?

A. Penguins and humans both use visual signals.

B. Samantha is excited about seeing the penguins at the aquarium.

C. Sometimes small fish swim in a group for protection.

D. Ms. Lane's class watches the penguins move around the rocks.

4. What is something that fish, penguins, and the students in Ms. Lane's class have in 

common?

A. They take a class trip to the aquarium.

B. They walk funny outside the water but are graceful when swimming.

C. They live in colonies and smell bad.

D. They help each other by staying in a group.

5. What is a theme of this story?

A. the fun that people can have as a family

B. the dangers of getting lost on a class field trip

C. the fear that people have of things they do not understand

D. the importance of staying together in a group
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6. Read the following sentences: "Their first stop in the aquarium was to see the 

penguins. Samantha was so excited that she ran right up to the glass."

What does aquarium mean?

A. a place where children go after school and wait for their parents to pick them up

B. a place where people go to hear musicians sing and play instruments

C. a building where people can go to see animals that live in and around water

D. a building where people go for help when they are hurt or sick

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below.

Samantha is excited to see the penguins; _______ Erica is excited to see the fish.

A. on the other hand

B. therefore

C. as an illustration

D. before

8. What is a school of fish?

9. According to the story, why do fish sometimes swim in a group?
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10. Reread the last paragraph of the story: "Erica watched the fish swim together. She 

liked that the fish and the penguins helped each other by staying in a group. Animals 

were smarter than she thought." What makes animals smarter than Erica thought? 

Support your answer with evidence from the story.
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Review 
Lesson 1

The Rat in the Hat

See the big hat? It is Dad’s hat.

See the rat? The rat ran in the hat.

Did he fit in it? Did he sit in it?

And did he dig in it? Did he rip it?

He did fit in it. He sat in it.

And he hid in it. He bit it. He hit it.

Sad hat! It is a rag.

Dad is mad. I am sad.

Dad and I will fix it. Can we fix it?
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A Picnic

 1. I will go on a picnic.

 2. Add Mom and Dad. Add Sis and Al. Al is my pal.

 3. Add my dog.

 4. Add gas in the van. We can fit in the van.

 5. Add a big box.

 Six. Fill the box. Add hot dogs and ribs and milk.
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SIPPS® Extension Level  © Developmental Studies Center and John Shefelbine

Review Lesson 2

 7. It will be hot. Add hats and a fan.

 8. We will be on a hill. Add a big mat. We will sit on it.

 9. Add a bat. Al can see me hit!

 10. We can go!
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Dog and Cat

Bill: My cat sat on my lap and had a nap.

Jill: Did Dad’s dog see the cat?

Bill: Yes, so the cat ran and hid under the bed.

Jill: Did the dog go under the bed?

Bill: Yes, and the cat got on the bed.

Jill: Did the dog hop on the bed?

Bill: No, the dog got 2 legs on the bed. The cat ran off 

and the dog fell off the bed.

Jill: Tell me, has the dog got the cat yet?

Bill: No. My cat will not let him. 
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On the Bus

Mom and I are on the bus. A man sits by us.

The man has a box on his lap. He has a pup in the 

box. A pup is a little dog. The man tells me he is a vet.

I see a kid get on the bus. He has gum on his lip, so 

his mom is mad. He gets the gum off and she hugs him.

We see a man run and get on the bus, but he hit his 

leg on the step. We see him rub his leg. He is OK.

It is fun on the bus. Why? I see a lot. 
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What Is It?

Can you get bit?

Yes, you can.

Is it big?

Some are big and some are not.

Can it run?

Yes.

Will you see it in a web?

No.
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Is it a pet? 

Yes. You can have a lot of fun.

Will it sit on my lap?

Yes.

Can we pat it?

Yes.

Can it get on my bed?

Yes, if Mom and Dad will let it.

Will it come if you call it?

Yes.

Will it dig a lot?

Some dig a lot, but some do not.

Can it have a pup?

Yes.

What is it? 
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Dad and Mom’s Job

I am at my Dad and Mom’s job. You can fill the van 

with gas. You can get wax to rub on the van. Here is a 

big map.

If that van has a bad hum, my Dad can fix it. Then it 

will run well.

You can come here from six a.m. to ten p.m. What do 

we sell? We have milk in a jug. Eggs are by the milk.

We sell ham in a can. You can get a hot dog on 

a bun.
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Some men come in to get gum. We have nuts. You 

will see them under the gum.

If the sun is hot, get this cap. If it is wet, get that 

big hat.

Mom will add up the bill. Then she will get you a bag.
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A Pet Rat?

I want a pet. But I can not get a cat. I can not get 

a dog.

What? A rat! A rat is not a pet. A rat is bad.

It can run under my bed. It can rip up the rug.

A rat can get in my bathtub. It can mess up my van.

You can have fun with a rat. You can fix up this box 

for him. Put in a rag for his bed.

He will run in and out of that pot. He will run and run 

and run.
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The rat will play with a bag and rip it up.

You can let him out. Then he will run up your leg and 

sit on your lap.

Will this man get the pet rat? Why? Why not?
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The Vet

If you have pets, the vet can help them. Your pet can 

have a shot and get pills.

My cat had a bad cut on his lip. My mom put the cat 

in its box. She shut the box. I sat by the box in the van.

We got to the vet. I sat with my cat on my lap. I like 

to pet him and hug him.

At last the vet saw my cat. Then she told me what to 

rub on his lip.
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I saw a dog that was not well yet. The bus had hit his 

leg and hip.

Some vets can help a pig. Some can help fish. Some 

will help a bat.

I want to be a vet. I will like that job.
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SIPPS® Extension Level  © Developmental Studies Center and John Shefelbine

Review 
Lesson 9

Tell What It Is

Does it fit in a jet?

Yes, it will.

Can it be little?

Yes.

Do kids like it?

Yes, we do.

Will it have a quilt on it?

No, it will not have a quilt on it.

Can you put one on your lap?

Yes.

If you have a lot of them, can you put them in a 

big bag?

Yes, you can.
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Can we play ball with it and bat it?

No.

Can it rip?

Yes, but that is bad.

Can you zip it?

No.

Can you see fish and a ship in it?

Yes, it is fun to see what is in it.

Do we do math in it?

Yes. We can add in it.

If you have a lot of them, can you set them on 

a shelf?

Yes.

Tell what it is.
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Play Ball

Sam, Ann, Dad, and Mom went to play ball. It 

was hot.

Dad said, “Mom and I will pitch and catch. You bat 

and run.”

Ann went to bat. Did she miss? No, she hit the ball and 

got a run.

Then Sam went to bat. Did he hit the ball and run 

fast? Yes, but he fell down. 

Mom saw the ball come to her. She ran up to it. Did 

she catch the ball and tag Sam? Yes, she did.
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“Let me pitch,” said Sam. Did he rub a little mud on his 

hands? Yes. Did he pitch? Yes. Dad hit the ball way out. 

Ann had to run for it.

They had a play-off. Did Sam and Ann win? Yes, ten 

to six.

Then they sat down and had some chips and nuts. It 

was a lot of fun.
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The Fox and the Hen

A thin fox went out one day. He saw a pen. A big hen 

was in the pen.

“Mmm,” said the fox. “I will rob that pen. I will hop in 

and catch this fat hen.”

So he did. Then he ran off.

As the fox ran, the hen said, “Why me? What will I 

do? What can I do?”

Then she said, “Fox, I am not fat. I am thin. I am a 

bad lunch. You will not like me.”

The fox said, “Yes, I will!” As he said that, he let go of 

the hen.
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What did the hen do? A hen can fly up to a branch, 

and she did.

She sat on the branch and said to the fox, “No lunch 

for you!”

Think fast.
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Jack and the Gold
Chapter 1

Jack had a wish for gold.

“I want to fill my hat with gold,” he said. So he put on 

his hat and off he went.

He met an ox. The ox said, “Get on my back and you 

will find gold.” They went on a path to a hill.

“I can not go up the hill,” said the ox. “You go on from 

here.” The ox left.

Jack did not see any gold. He sat down on a rock. 

Then he saw a red fox. The fox said, “Come with me and 

you will find gold.”
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The fox led Jack over a bridge and up the hill. At 

the top, the fox left him.

Jack saw no gold. “Where can I find gold?” he said. 

“I will not quit.”
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Jack and the Gold
Chapter 2

Jack sat down on a log. He saw a bug on the log, but 

he did not sit on the bug. The bug said, “Go back down 

the hill and you will find gold.”

Jack ran down the hill and over the bridge. All he 

saw was a black dog. The dog was thin and sick. Jack fed 

the dog and sat with him.

Then, pop! There was an elf. The elf said, “I will let you 

have one wish.”

Jack said to himself, “I want gold, but I want this dog 

to get well.”

He said to the elf, “My wish is for this dog to get well.”
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The elf left. The dog ran here and there. “The dog got 

well!” Jack said.

Then the dog ran to some rocks and dug. There was 

gold—much gold!

“Quick! Dig down,” Jack said. “We can fill my hat 

with gold.”

And so they did.

(2 of 2)
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Our Bird Dish
Chapter 1: Putting Up the Dish

Our class likes to see birds, so we got a big flat dish 

and some long string. Then we hung the dish out. That is 

our bird dish.

We have a big bag of bird seed. We fill our dish with 

bird seed. We add some nuts in shells. We mix them all in 

the dish.

Many birds come and land on the edge. They peck 

at the nuts and seeds.
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Which birds do we see? One little bird likes to sing. It 

is a finch. It has tan wings. We can see red on its chin and 

neck and back.

Some birds do not come to our dish. If they want to 

catch a rat, they will not come. If they want to find a bug, 

they do not come here. If a bird likes to catch fish, it will 

not get our seeds. A duck will not come.
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Our Bird Dish
Chapter 2: Seeing the Birds

Birds come to our hanging dish. We put bird seeds 

and nuts in the dish.

Some birds are quick. They fly to the dish. We see 

them picking up a nut. Then they fly up to a branch. 

We see them sitting on the branch. They are pecking at 

the shell.

Some birds get a seed and fly off. They may be 

getting seeds for a chick.
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We see many birds sitting on the edge of the dish. 

Some hop in the dish to get seeds. Then a lot of seeds fall 

out of the dish. Some fall down under the dish, and birds 

fly down to get them.

When we are checking and filling the dish, we pick up 

the nut shells that fell. We may see bird tracks in the mud. 

It is fun to have a bird dish. 

(2 of 2)
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The Helping Dog
Chapter 1: Ron and Lab

Ron is a man. He can not see. He has a dog to help 

him. The dog is a Lab. Ron calls him Lab.

When Ron has to go out, he puts straps on Lab. The 

straps are on Lab’s chest and his back and under him.

Ron gets Lab’s little rug into his pack and zips it up. 

He picks up his pack. He puts Lab’s straps in his left hand. 

Then he tells Lab to go.
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As they go, Lab helps Ron. When Lab goes, Ron will 

go. When Lab stops, Ron will stop. If Lab sees a box in the 

way, he will help Ron go by the box. Lab gets Ron out of 

the way so Ron will not trip.

When Lab sees a dog, he will not run. He will not sniff. 

He will not play with the dog. He will stay by Ron.
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The Helping Dog
Chapter 2: To Ron’s Job

Lab helps Ron go to his job. They have to cross to the 

bus stop. If a truck comes, Lab stops fast. He will not let 

Ron go on. When the truck goes by, then Lab lets Ron go.

They get to the bus stop. When the bus comes, they 

step up into the bus. Ron sits down at the front. Lab sits 

next to him.

A man on the bus tells Ron when to get off. When 

they come to Ron’s stop, Lab helps Ron step down off 

the bus.
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Then they go on to Ron’s job. Ron sits down at his 

desk. He gets the little rug from his pack. He puts it down 

flat. Lab has a nap on the rug by Ron’s desk.

Lab helps Ron go to lunch and then back to his job. 

At last Ron can go. Ron checks Lab’s straps. Then they go 

back on the bus.
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The Helping Dog
Chapter 3: Lab Can Play

Lab and Ron are back from Ron’s job. Ron puts down 

his pack and gets the straps off Lab.

Then Ron gets Lab his dish. Yum! Lab licks his dish. 

Then he gets a drink.

“You can play,” says Ron.

Lab has a sock which he likes to tug on with Ron. He 

is strong. He will not let go. When Ron gets the sock, Lab 

grabs it from Ron’s hand.

Then Lab sits on Ron’s lap. Ron says, “You are my Lab 

on a lap! You are the best dog! I can trust you, and you 

are fun!” Ron hugs Lab.
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Ron says, “Stand still.” Ron brushes Lab with a dog 

brush. He pats him.

Then Ron goes to bed. He has Lab’s rug next to his 

bed. Lab stretches and then rests on the rug.

When Lab helps Ron see, Lab is not a pet, but when 

he plays with Ron, he is a pet.
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The Smelling Test

Sniff was the class pet. The class fed Sniff and played 

with him. Sniff was a rat.

Why was he called Sniff? He liked to smell things. Rats 

can smell things we can’t smell. When the class let him out, 

he went under all the desks sniffing.

The class had a plan to test Sniff’s smelling. They put 

a bit of lunch in a bag. They put the bag in a can with 

no top. They put the can in a big box. They put the box 

at the end of a long shelf. They added little boxes on the 

shelf and put a ramp from a little box up to the big box. 

Then they lifted Sniff up to the shelf.
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Sniff smelled that lunch. He passed the little boxes, 

went up the ramp, and got into the big box. He went in 

the can and got into the bag. Here was his lunch. He sat 

up on his back legs and bit into it.

The class said Sniff did well on his smelling test. 
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The Bug’s Trip

A little bug wished to see what was going on in class. 

So with a little buzz, he went in.

He landed on a shelf. The class was doing math.

“Well, well,” said the bug, “I will go to a desk.”

He buzzed down to Kim’s desk. She was quick at math. 

She liked math.

Then the bug went to Bill’s desk.

“No, Bill, no,” said the bug. “Six plus six is not ten. Check 

it, check it.”

Then he buzzed to Mac. Mac was not adding. Mac 

was thinking of P.E. He was thinking of pitching and 

catching. He was thinking, “We will win. I will get lots of 

hits and runs.”
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“Do math, Mac. Quit thinking of P.E.” said the bug.

On to Ling’s desk. She had her hand up to ask for 

help. She was humming, too.

“This is fun,” said the bug. “What is next? Here is the 

class frog.” The bug saw its strong legs. He saw the frog 

jump from rock to rock in its box.

Just then Kim said, “The frog can have his lunch.”

“Lunch for the frog?” said the bug. “Not me! Class was 

fun but I must go! Fast!”
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Birds That Can’t Fly
Chapter 1: Penguins

Penguins are birds. They have wings, but they can not 

fly. They use their wings to swim. They dive down in the 

water to chase fish. Penguins catch fish for food.

Penguins can walk. They can slide, too. When they 

come to a hill, they slide down.

Penguins do not make a nest. The mother will lay one 

egg. She puts it on the father’s feet. The father will take 

care of it.

Is the egg safe? Yes. It is under a thick flap of skin.

The father stands close to other fathers so the egg 

will not get cold. The father will take care of it for a long 

time. Then the chick hatches.
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While the egg is with the father, where is the mother? 

She walked more than a mile to the water. She ate many 

fish. Then she came back.

The mother has food for the chick. The chick puts its 

bill in the mother’s bill. She spits up food for her chick.

The father has not had any food for a long time. He 

is quite thin. He walks a long way to the water. There he 

catches many fish. Then he goes back with more food for 

the chick.
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Birds That Can’t Fly
Chapter 2: The Ostrich

One bird that can’t fly is the ostrich. It walks on long, 

strong legs. It can run very fast when it has to.

An ostrich is 8 feet tall. It sees well. It’s so tall that it 

can see a long way.

The ostrich lives in a hot land. What food does it like? 

It likes grass and small plants.

When it is time for the eggs, the father will make a 

nest in the sand. The nest is quite wide.

The mother and father take care of the eggs. They 

share the job. The mother sits all day. At the end of the 

day the father will take over.
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What size are the eggs? They are more than six 

inches long. The shell is very thick. When it is time to 

hatch, the chick has to peck for two days to get out.

The chick can walk in one day. It can find food. 

Chicks like grass.

The sun can get very hot. Then the chicks stay under 

the mother’s wings for shade.

If an ostrich is safe, it can have a long life. It can live 

to be 70.
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Animals Can Smell

Can animals smell? Yes, they can smell very well.

Dogs can track smells. A man walks a long way and 

gets lost. A dog can sniff something that the man wore, 

like his socks. The dog will track that smell for miles. If the 

man has been lost for a long time, the dog can still track 

the smell.

Pigs smell well. They use their noses to dig holes. They 

can find what they smelled. A pig uses smell to find food.
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A vampire bat smells quite well. It likes to be with 

other bats. When a bat lands next to other bats, it will 

sniff them.

Vampire bats fly out to look for an animal to bite. 

They use their smell to find the animal.

Fish do not have noses, but they can smell. Many fish 

live where they can’t see. There is no sunshine way down 

in the water. Fish chase other fish by smelling them.

Fish can smell when they are not safe. If a big fish 

bites a small fish, the smell scares the other small fish. They 

swim off.

Many animals can smell much more than we can.
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Our Camping Trip

I go camping with my mom and dad and my little 

brother Pete. We have been camping many times. Mom 

drives us.

When we get to the campsite, we put up our tents.

We like to take hikes. Mom takes our lunches. Pete 

rides on Dad’s back. The best hikes are when the sun 

shines. Sometimes we rent bikes and go on long rides.

At the end of the day Dad makes a campfire. We 

play games and tell jokes. Then we go to bed in the tent. 

Sometimes it’s very hot, and sometimes it’s cold.

When the sun rises my father wakes up. He makes the 

fire. He likes to fry eggs in a pan over the fire.
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One day we walked two miles to a large lake. I like to 

swim. Dad dives under me and flips me up. What a splash!

Pete just wades. He picks up small stones and saves 

them. He waves to Dad and me. Dad and I swim in to 

shore. Then I play in the sand with Pete.

We hate to go home.
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Dog and the Bone

One day a black and white dog was carrying home 

a bone. It was a fine bone with bits of ham.

After a while Dog came to a bridge. He walked on to 

the bridge. Then he looked over the edge, and what did 

he see? A dog.

He said to himself, “There is a black and white dog 

just like me. He is biting on a bone just as I am. It is a fine 

bone just like mine. He’s staring at me. He’s not smiling. I 

bet he’s hoping to get my bone.”

Dog walked on. Then he looked into the water again. 

There was the same dog and he still had the bone.
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Dog said to himself, “I want that bone. I want both 

bones. I do not like sharing.”

He looked again. “I think I’m scaring him. I will jump 

in and take his bone.”

So Dog jumped in. He landed with a splash and 

dropped his bone. The bone sank. It was lost. Dog could 

not find the other dog. He could not find the other bone.

If you want too much, everything is lost.
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My Fine Kids

What went on in my life? I will tell you.

This was on my wedding day. I wore a long white 

dress. I was carrying white roses. We are just biting into 

the wedding cake.

These are our children.

Dave ran and swam and played ball. Here he is 

running. His father is timing him. Dave did his best when 

someone was timing him. Here he is diving.

Then we had twins, June and Bob. Twins, but not the 

same. No, no!

(1 of 2)



SIPPS® Extension Level  © Developmental Studies Center and John Shefelbine

Lesson 11

June was saving rocks and stones. She had all sizes of 

rocks—large and small. Here is June with a friend. Look 

at those piles of rocks. Every day June was trading rocks 

with her friend.

And Bob! What a child! If something was not safe, he 

wanted to try it. One day he went sliding down the hill 

and broke his hand. Then he was skating. He slipped and 

broke his leg. He was riding his bike and crashed.

Here he is with a snake. He is waving at me! Every 

day he was bringing home wild things and caring for 

them. Look at these frogs. One day he put a frog down 

June’s back. He was joking, but I was not smiling then!

We had a fine life.
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Going to School

My mother, my father, my brother, and I came to the 

U.S.A. It was a long trip. I missed my old friends. When 

we got here, I had to go to school.

The day I went to school was bad for me. I woke up 

and I was scared. I got dressed. My mother made my 

lunch. I did not want to be late.

My father drove me to the school. While I was riding, 

I saw kids walking with their friends. I wished I had 

friends here.

I was scared to go into the school, but I had to. My 

father said, “It’s going to be fine.” He smiled and waved 

to me.
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At lunch one of the kids smiled at me. She spoke 

to me. She saved some of her lunch, and she shared it 

with me. I hoped that she would be my friend.

After that day, school was OK for me.

I sit next to my friend. Every day I walk home with 

her. My mother lets me go to her home. We talk and play 

games. We play with her dog.

My brother is 15. He likes school very much. He got 

two prizes in school. I hope I can, too.
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The Story of Cat
Chapter 1: A Cat Named Cat

Jane and Rick had one cat. She was black and 

white. She had lived with them for a long time. Her name 

was “Cat.”

Rick and Jane saved a rope for games with Cat. 

When Jane waved the rope in front of Cat, Cat jumped 

up for it. Rick set the rope on the rug and pulled it. Cat 

chased the rope.

When Mom was making fish for lunch, she put some 

on a plate for Cat. Then she called, “Cat, I’m sharing my 

fish with you. Taste this!” Cat ate every bite.

One day Dad came home with a shopping bag. 

“I have two gifts for Cat. Look at these,” he said. He 

was smiling.
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In the bag there was a ball. The ball had a little bell 

inside it.

“You said two gifts. Are you hiding one more?” 

asked Rick.

Dad picked up the shopping bag. He twisted it. He 

dropped it on the rug.

“This bag is the other gift,” said Dad. “Which one will 

she play with?”

Cat chose the twisted bag.

“Look,” said Jane. “She’s shaking it.”

Then Cat stopped and looked at the ball. She poked 

it with her nose. The bell rang. She poked it again.

“There you go, Cat,” said Dad. “Have fun!”
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The Story of Cat
Chapter 2: Cat’s Games

Jane and Rick had a cat named Cat. They would take 

care of Cat. They played with her.

Cat liked the ball that Dad gave her. When she poked 

it with her nose, the bell rang.

Rick would take the ball and hide with it. While he was 

hiding, he would shake the ball. The bell rang. Cat wanted 

to see where the bell was. She would come and find Rick.

Cat liked one thing that dogs like to do. Some dogs 

like to fetch. Toss a stick into a lake. The dog will get it 

while you stand on shore. He swims back and drops it by 

your side. He is hoping that you will toss it one more time.

Cat did not swim in lakes. Many cats do not like to be 

in water. But there was one game of fetch that Cat liked.
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Some milk comes in a plastic jug with a cap on top. 

Jane was saving those plastic caps. She used them in 

the game.

Jane tossed the milk cap on the rug. Cat fetched it. 

She dropped it close to Jane. Jane tossed it again. They 

played the same game many times.

When Cat was tired of the game, she just stepped 

over the cap and walked off.
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The Story of Cat
Chapter 3: What Cat Saw

When the sun was shining, Cat went outside. She liked 

a gate next to some roses. She would sit on top of the 

gate for a long time.

“When Cat sees a bird, she does not chase it. Why 

not?” Jane asked.

Rick said, “Cat is old. She can run, but not very fast.”

Jane said, “I think she likes taking naps. She likes the 

hot sun shining on her too.”

One day Cat was not inside. She wasn’t on the gate. 

Rick and Jane looked all over.

They called out, “Cat, are you hiding? Are you just 

waking up? Are you playing?”
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Rick and Jane went out to look for Cat. They were 

hoping that she was safe, but they felt scared. Was she lost? 

Had she been hit by a truck? Why wasn’t she at home?

At last they saw Cat.

“There she is!” said Jane. “She is OK.”

But Cat would not come to them. She was watching a 

mother cat with a cute kitten.

The mother was chasing her kitten. Then the kitten 

chased his mother. After a while they stopped. They were 

taking a rest. The kitten lay next to his mother. The mother 

licked her kitten.

Jane asked, “Why is Cat watching those cats?”

Rick said, “I think Cat likes kittens.”

Lesson 15
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The Story of Cat
Chapter 4: The Bike Ride

One day Mom said, “Let’s take a bike ride. Cat, we will 

leave you home this time.”

Dad packed a snack of chips and cheese. Jane 

and Rick got the bikes. They left home and rode down 

the street.

A man was selling peaches, so Mom stopped. He had 

beans, peas, and greens, too. Mom said, “We would like 

nine peaches, please. What a treat!”

Then they came to a steep hill. Dad said, “Don’t speed 

down this hill.”

“We won’t go too fast,” said Rick.
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But Rick was riding fast. He did not see a stone in the 

street. His front wheel hit the stone, and Rick crashed. The 

bike fell over. Rick’s cheek was bleeding a little. His sleeve 

was ripped.

“Are you OK?” asked Mom.

Rick sat still for a while. He wiped his cheek. Then he 

reached for his bike.

“I feel fine,” he said. “Let’s go.”

Just then, Jane saw a basket near a tree. She looked 

inside. There were two kittens sleeping on a pile of rags!

There was a note next to the kittens. It said, “Free to a 

good home.”

Jane asked, “What does the note mean?”

Dad said, “It means you can keep the kittens, but you 

must take good care of them.”

Lesson 16
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The Story of Cat
Chapter 5: Can We Keep Them?

Rick asked, “Why would someone need to give these 

kittens up? They are so cute. They look very clean.”

Mom said, “I will read the back of the note.”

I have three cats. I can’t take care of any more.

These kittens are six weeks old. They can eat meat.

The vet gave them all their shots.

Jane said, “These kittens are so sweet. We could give 

them a home. Please, can we keep them? Rick and I will 

feed them.”

Mom said, “You do take care of Cat very well.”

Dad asked, “Do we need more cats?”
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“Cat wants kittens,” said Rick. “They can chase each 

other. They can play hide and seek. All three of them can 

sleep in the same basket.”

Mom and Dad were thinking. At last Mom said, “OK. 

We will take the kittens home.”

Dad leaned down to pick up the kittens. He smiled. He 

said to them, “Did you hear that? You are coming to live 

with us. I bet you feel glad!”

They all rode back. When they were near home, the 

kittens woke up. They peeked out of the basket.

Cat was sitting on the gate. She saw the kittens. The 

kittens gave a little squeak.

“Here is someone to meet you!” said Mom.

Lesson 17
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The Story of Cat
Chapter 6: What Will Cat Do?

Would Cat like the kittens? Would she want to hurt 

them? Some cats will hurt the kittens of other cats.

Dad walked to the gate. The kittens were sitting up. 

Everyone watched Cat.

At first, Cat got up on her feet. She turned to look at 

the kittens. She curved her back. Then she hissed.

The kittens saw her teeth. One jumped out of the 

basket and landed in the dirt. The other jumped on Dad’s 

shirt and then fell on his feet.

Cat came over to the kittens. She hissed one 

more time.
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Then Cat stopped hissing. She came close and sniffed 

each kitten. Then she licked their soft fur. The kittens 

curled up next to Cat. They purred and purred.

“They feel safe,” said Mom. “Their fur will be neat 

and clean.”

“Cat likes them,” said Jane. “I am glad she didn’t hurt 

them. When do you think they will play?”

Rick said, “First it’s time to feed them.” He put some 

meat on a plate. Jane put milk in a dish. She and Rick 

watched the kittens eat.

The kittens ate most of the meat. They lapped up all 

of the milk.

“The kittens liked their first meal here,” said Jane.
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The Story of Cat
Chapter 7: The Best Names

After the kittens ate their meal, they wanted to play. 

First they ran in the dirt by the tree. Then one kitten 

played with a leaf. The other kitten chased a bee.

The kittens sniffed the roses. One ran under a green 

fern. (A fern is a plant.) Cat watched them and purred.

“What will we call the kittens?” asked Dad. “We need 

two names.”

Jane held the kittens close to her cheek. She said, 

“Their fur feels so soft. Let’s call them Sweet and Cute.”

Dad said, “You have to give them everything they 

want. King and Queen.”

“King and Queen! You must be joking,” said Mom. 

“The kittens are too little for those names.”
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Just then one kitten sneezed.

“Sneeze and Squeeze,” said Mom.

Jane said, “Look! The kittens are playing a game. It 

looks like Catch Me. They are taking turns chasing each 

other. First they run here. Then they go there. Turn here. 

Turn back. Look at them zigzag.”

“That’s it!” said Rick. “Let’s call them Zig and Zag. They 

like to zigzag in the dirt and grass.”

From then on, the kittens had names. Everyone liked 

Zig and Zag. Cat seemed to smile, too.

The End
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The Firefighters
Chapter 1: The Fire Bell Rings

Rose was a firefighter. In that job you have to be 

ready all the time. When a call for help comes in, you 

have to move fast.

One time the fire bell rang when Rose and the 

other firefighters were eating lunch. They had to leave 

their lunch.

Rose pulled on her turn-outs. Turn-outs are thick 

clothes with wide stripes that shine in the dark. Her turn-

outs and hard hat help keep her safe from fire, heat, and 

falling sparks.

Rose got a print-out telling her where the fire was. 

She ran to the truck, got in, and started the truck.
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Her friends were running to the other trucks. The 

ladder truck is so long that two people must drive, one in 

the front cab, and one in the back cab. Vic drove in the 

front. Lee sat in the back cab. He steered by turning the 

rear wheels.

Rose drove fast but she watched the streets. When 

cars hear the fire trucks and see them flashing, they must 

move to the side while the fire trucks pass.

Rose was asking herself, “What will this fire be like?”

Far off she saw black smoke. As they got near, she 

saw the red flames rising.

(2 of 2)



SIPPS® Extension Level  © Developmental Studies Center and John Shefelbine

Lesson 21

The Firefighters
Chapter 2: Fire at a Store

This time the fire was at a store. With horns honking 

the trucks rushed into the parking lot.

The firefighters pulled the hoses off the trucks and set 

them up. Rose started to pump the water.

Vic and Lee put the ladder up and went to the top of 

the store. They cut holes to let the heat out.

Jack and Pat had to check to see if people were still 

inside the burning store. They put on smoke masks and 

wore tanks with tubes for breathing. They went into the 

store. It was dark and full of smoke. Inside they did find 

two very scared people. Pat and Jack led them out.
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When a fire seems to be out, it can still be burning 

in some parts of the walls. Jack felt for warm spots on 

the walls. Then he chopped holes with his ax to look for 

more fire.

At last the fire was out. Pat set up large fans to clear 

the smoke out of the store.

Everyone lifted up the hoses to let the water run out. 

They put the hoses back on the truck.

Two firefighters were left near the store to watch for 

more fire, but it did not start up again.
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The Firefighters
Chapter 3: Back from the Fire

The firefighters rode back from the fire. Rose backed 

the truck in. She parked it so she would not have to back 

out for the next fire. Backing out takes too much time.

They felt tired, but they could not stop to rest yet. First 

they had to clean up to be ready for the next call.

They checked the first aid kit. They got the used air 

tanks off the truck and put on full ones.

Jack cleaned the smoke and dirt off of the ax and 

fans. Vic and Lee put clean spare hoses on the truck.

At last they could rest.

“We did a great job today,” said Rose.
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“Let’s eat,” said Lee.

“It’s your turn to make the meal,” said Vic.

Lee and Rose fixed pork, beef, and other meat. They 

heated up greens, corn, and peas. They served beans 

and cheese in a large dish. The meal was ready, and 

everyone sat down. After all that work, they like to eat!

Then they watched TV and played games. When 

bedtime came, they put their turn-out pants next to 

their beds. If the fire bell rang again, they would wake 

up, pull their pants on fast, and run to the trucks.
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The Firefighters
Chapter 4: Clean Up Again

The firefighters had work to do each day.

Lee and Vic kept the fire truck clean and neat. They 

squirted it with water and scrubbed the dirt off. They 

cleaned the wheels and tires. Vic was the one who liked 

to make the truck shine. He rubbed the water off with 

a cloth.

“No water spots on this truck!” said Vic with pride.

Rose and Jack did the hard part of cleaning up. The 

hoses they used at the fire had a lot of dirt and smoke 

on them. If dirt is left on the hoses for a long time, the 

dirt will rub the hoses and make holes in them. Then the 

water will leak out.
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The hoses were very long and hard to lift. First Rose 

and Jack stretched them out and laid them next to each 

other. They sprayed water on top and brushed the dirt 

off with a large brush.

Then they turned all the hoses over and brushed the 

other side. They sprayed the hoses again. Then they lifted 

the hoses on to racks. Hoses will dry in one or two days.

When will the next call come in? The firefighters are 

ready! They are brave. They like helping people. They like 

their work.
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3rd Grade 

Literacy Ideas for Families 
 

 

1. Create a special workspace and schedule daily quiet time for your child to do 
his/her homework from school. Be sure this is a time you are available to help if 
needed. 
 
2. Schedule 15 minutes of special time everyday to listen to your child read. 
 
3. Go to the school library, public library, or to the local bookstore once each 
week and read a new book together. After you read each book, ask your child 
what the main character did or felt like at the end of the story. Ask if he/she has 
ever felt like the main character in the book. Why or why not? 
 
4. Encourage reading fluency by having your child read and reread familiar books. 
It can also be helpful to have your child read a short passage over several times 
while you record the time it takes. Children often enjoy seeing if they can improve 
their time from one reading to the next, and the repeated reading helps to 
establish a habit of fluent reading. 
 
5. Highlight or underline words that you can sound out from the day's "junk mail." 
Ask your child to read these words. 
 
6. Make a simple recipe with him, allowing him to read each direction to you step 
by step so you'll "know what to do." 




